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Dr. Arun Kumar Aggarwal is a distinguished public health expert and academician 
with over three decades of experience in community medicine. He currently serves 
as the Professor and Head of the Department of Community Medicine and School 
of Public Health at the Postgraduate Institute of Medical Education and Research 
(PGIMER), Chandigarh. Dr. Aggarwal holds an MD in Preventive and Social 
Medicine (PSM) and a DNB in Hospital Administration (HHA), reflecting his 
comprehensive expertise in both clinical and administrative aspects of 
healthcare. 

Throughout his illustrious career, Dr. Aggarwal has undertaken significant 
administrative roles, including Additional Medical Superintendent, Officiating 
Financial Advisor, and Deputy Director of Administration at PGIMER. He has also 
been a member or chairman of numerous committees at the institutional, state, 
and national levels, contributing to the advancement of public health policies and 
practices. Notably, he has served as a member of the Governing Board of the 
National Health Systems Resource Centre (NHSRC) and the Technical Advisory Board 
of the Public Health Foundation of India (PHFI). 

Dr. Aggarwal's professional interests encompass implementation research, 
health systems strengthening, and quality of care assessment. He has been 
instrumental in developing national guidelines for Child Death Reviews (CDR) and 
has conducted extensive training programs across India and internationally. His 
contributions extend to the adoption of Integrated Management of Neonatal and 
Childhood Illnesses (IMNCI) guidelines in the Maldives, where he also provided 
training-of-trainers sessions. 

As the founder of the Association for Health Systems Analysis and Strengthening 
(AHSAS) and the founding Chief Editor of the International Journal of Health 
Systems and Implementation Research, Dr. Aggarwal has significantly influenced 
the field of health systems research. His editorial work includes a book on Health 
Management published by Oxford University Press, and he has authored or co-
authored over 200 publications, with an H-index of 33, reflecting the impact of 
his research in the academic community. 

In recognition of his outstanding contributions to public health, Dr. Aggarwal has 
received several prestigious awards, including Fellowships from the Indian 
Association of Preventive and Social Medicine (FIAPSM), the Indian Public Health 
Association (FIPHA), the National Academy of Medical Sciences (FNAMS), and the 
Royal College of Physicians (FRCP). He was also honoured with a WHO Fellowship 
on Health Care Financing at Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok, and an Australian 
Leadership Award Fellowship at Sydney University. 

Dr. Aggarwal's extensive experience and dedication to public health continue to 
inspire and shape the future of healthcare systems both in India and globally. 


